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To  The  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  The  Huntingdonshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

J have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  County  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1948. 

Some  interesting  facts  are  revealed  by  reference  to  the  figures 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General.  As  originally  issued  these 
included  all  the  births  and  deaths  that  occurred  in  No.  6 Polish 
General  Hospital,  Diddington,  which  could  not  be  correctly 
attributed  to  Huntingdonshire.  After  correspondence  with  the 
Registrar-General’s  Department  modification  of  the  figures  was 
agreed  upon. 

The  estimated  population  shows  an  increase  of  1,785  on  the 
corresponding  figure  for  1947,  which  is  1,302  in  excess  of  the 
natural  increase.  Reference  to  more  detailed  statistics  reveals  that, 
whereas  the  estimated  1948  population  in  the  urban  areas  within 
the  County  shows  a decrease  of  503,  in  the  rural  areas  the  position 


5 


is  reversed  and  shows  an  increase  of  approximately  2,300  over  the 
1947  figure.  This  appears  to  indicate  that  the  increase  in  the 
population  is  due  largely  to  the  influx  of  squatters  to  the  various 
former  Service  hutted  sites  situated  in  the  rural  districts. 

The  birth  rate  of  18.1,  in  common  with  the  birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  shows  a decrease  on  the  correspond- 
ing rate  for  1947.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  county  birth  rate 
in  1947  was  the  highest  on  record  for  many  years.  From  1913 
onwards,  the  1947  birth  rate  has  been  surpassed  only  once  when, 
in  1920,  the  birth  rate  was  23.9  and  equalled  once  in  1921. 

The  death  rate  of  10.5  for  the  year  is  the  lowest  recorded 
over  the  same  period  (1913  onwards). 

A new  era  commenced  on  the  5th  July,  the  date  on  which  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  became  operative,  when  the  County 
Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  established  the  new  health 
service  schemes  prepared  by  them  under  Part  HI  of  the  Act.  The 
Schemes  as  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  given  the 
necessary  publicity  by  the  County  Council  during  the  earlier 
months  of  the  year. 

Some  of  the  services  to  be  provided,  e.g.  the  Care  of  Mothers 
and  Young  Children,  were  largely  an  extension  of  former  services, 
whereas  others  were  entirely  new  undertakings. 

All  the  services  provided  under  these  schemes  are  reported 
upon,  in  greater  or  less  detail,  in  the  substance  of  the  report,  and 
no  additional  comments  are  therefore  necessary. 

The  anticipated  increased  demand  for  dental  treatment  by 
the  priority  classes  (expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children 
under  five  years)  failed  to  materialise.  Far  from  the  expected 
increase  a considerable  decrease  occurred. 

The  response  to  the  Domestic  Help  Scheme,  despite  the  un- 
flagging energy  and  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  Organiser,  was 
very  disappointing.  There  is  promise,  however,  that  her  efforts 
have  not  been  in  vain,  and  that  the  groundwork  she  put  in  has  not 
been  entirely  wasted. 

By  virtue  of  the  Children  Act,  1948,  Child  Life  Protection 
duties  under  Section  206 — 220  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
were  referred  to  a newly  constituted  committee  of  the  County 
Council.  Under  the  new  arrangements  the  Health  Visitors  who 
had  previously  undertaken  this  work  were  relieved  of  these  duties. 
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The  increased  duties  and  responsibilities  imposed  on  the 
Health  Visitors  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  however, 
far  exceed  the  small  amount  of  work  involved  in  the  Child  Life 
Protection  duties  of  which  they  were  relieved. 

By  reason  of  the  unobtrusive  nature  of  the  work  which  is 
undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitor  the  value  of  her  contribution  to 
the  health  of  the  community  is  not  apparent  and  therefore  rarely 
fully  appreciated. 

With  the  repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  this  prophylactic 
measure  is  no  longer  a compulsory  matter  but  one  of  option  on 
the  part  of  the  individual.  The  response  on  the  part  of  the  public 
to  this  alteration  has  been  disappointing. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  syphilis  that  has 
occurred  in  the  County  during  the  last  two  years,  while  not  being 
of  such  magnitude  as  to  cause  alarm,  is,  to  say  the  least,  discon- 
certing. 

To  summarise  briefly,  the  National  Health  Service  Act  has 
relieved  the  County  Council  of  certain  responsibilities  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  imposed  additional  new  duties  upon  the  County 
Council  as  a Local  Health  Authority.  On  the  whole,  the  respon- 
sibility and  work  of  the  Health  Authority  have  been  materially 
increased. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I record  my  thanks  to  the  voluntary 
helpers  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  for  their  valuable  assistance 
throughout  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  County  Council  for  their  assistance  and  support,  and  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  excellent  work  throughout 
a most  exacting  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  S.  BUCHANAN, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

November,  1949. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  233,985 

Population  (1931  census)  ...  ...  ...  56,206 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate,  1948)  63,325 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 

THE  YEAR 

Excluding 

Registrar-General’s  Events  at  No.  6 
Figures,  (SD  30;  Polish  General  Hospital 

SD  30A;  SD  55)  Diddington 

Males  Females  Total  Males  Females  Total 

BIRTHS— 


Live  Births — 


Legitimate 

...  583 

545 

1128 

Illegitimate 

37 

45 

82 

Total  Births 

...  620 

590 

1210  583 

565  1148 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  population  ... 

19.1 

18.1 

Still  Births 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

33 

30 

Still  birth  rate 

per  1,000  total 

births 

26.6 

26.1 

DEATHS— 


Deaths  from  all  causes 

Death  rate  in — 

...  669 

665 

Urban  Districts  ... 

...  11.1 

11.1 

Rural  Districts  ... 

...  10.1 

10.0 

County  of  Huntingdon 

...  10.6 

10.5 

England  and  Wales 

...  10.8 

10.8 

Maternal  Deaths — 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  and 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

...  Nil 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

...  2 

2 

Infant  Deaths. — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year 
of  age  per  1,000  births — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  26.6 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  24.4 

Total  death  rate  ...  26,4 


26.1 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  : Heart 
Disease  205,  Cancer  124,  Intracranial  Lesions  90,  Bronchitis  25, 
Tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  21,  Pneumonia  17 

Population 

The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  for 
1948  was  63,325,  this  being  an  increase  of  1,785  on  the  estimate 
for  1947.  The  natural  increase  (excess  of  live  births  over  deaths) 
was  483  as  compared  with  513  for  1947. 

Births 

In  the  number  of  births  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for 
1948  there  were  included,  as  in  the  previous  year,  a considerable 
number  of  births  which  took  place  at  the  No.  6 Polish  General 
Hospital,  Diddington.  As  this  Hospital  admitted  cases  from  Polish 
communities  over  a very  wide  area  in  southern  England  and  in  the 
Midlands,  the  vast  majority  of  such  births  could  not  properly  be 
regarded  as  belonging  to  Huntingdonshire.  These  Polish  births 
have  therefore  been  deducted  from  the  total  for  the  County  so  as 
to  give  a figure  relating  to  County  residents  and  therefore  com- 
parable with  previous  years. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  so  calculated  amounts  to  18.1 
per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population,  and  while  this  shows  a 
decrease  on  the  previous  year  (20.7  in  1947)  nevertheless  it  com- 
pares very  favourably  with  the  Birth  Rates  of  pre-war  years.  The 
comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  17.9;  this  too  shows 
a decrease  from  20.5  for  1947. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
illegitimate  births  which  has  been  evident  since  1945,  when  the 
peak  figure  was  reached,  continued  during  1948.  Whereas  there 
were  140  illegitimate  births  in  1945  when  the  illegitimate  birth  rate 
reached  its  maximum,  in  the  year  1948  there  were  only  82.  Thus 
whereas  in  1945  the  illegitimate  births  amounted  to  12.1%  of  the 
total  births,  in  1948  the  proportion  has  fallen  to  6.8%  of  the  total 
births. 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  that  occurred  durinc:  1948  was 
considerably  fewer  than  those  which  were  recorded  in  the  previous 
year. 
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In  1948  there  were  665  deaths,  equivalent  to  a deatli  rate  of 
10.5  per  1,000  population,  whereas  in  1947  there  were  758  deaths, 
equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  12.3  per  1,000  population. 


It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  whereas  in  the  Urban  Districts 
the  death  rate  remained  fairly  constant,  the  rate  in  the  Rural 
Districts  for  1948  shows  a marked  decrease  as  compared  with  the 
rate  for  previous  years.  This  decrease  in  the  death  rate  in  the 
Rural  Areas  was  sufficient  to  bring  the  death  rate  for  the  whole 
County  of  Huntingdon  below  the  corresponding  rate  for  England 
and  Wales.  This  is  the  first  occasion  for  six  years  on  which  the 
County  death  rate  has  been  below  the  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  26.1,  which  shows  a 
decrease  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  1947.  The  comparative 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  34. 


Of  the  32  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  66%  were  attribut- 
able to  either  congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries,  etc.,  or 
prematurity. 


The  number  of  still  births  increased  from  28  in  1947  witli  a 
still  birth  rate  of  21.6  per  1,000  total  births,  to  30  in  the  present  year 
with  a still  birth  rate  of  26.1  per  1,000  total  births. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  birth  rates  and  death  rates  of 
tile  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  of  England  and  Wales  for  the 
past  five  years  ; — 


1944 

Birth  Rate 
1945  1 1946  1 1947 

1948 

1944 

Death  Rate 
1945  1 1946  1 1947 

1948 

Urban  Districts 

19.7 

19.9 

1 18.6 

19.8 

17.2 

11.6 

11.5 

11.6 

11.4 

11.1 

Rural  Districts 

20.5 

18.7 

21.5 

21.5 

18.7 

13.8 

12.6 

12.6 

13.2 

10.0 

County  of  Huntingdon 

20.1 

19.2 

1 20.0 

20.7 

18.1 

12.8 

12.1 

12.1 

12.3 

10.5 

England  and  Wales 

17.6 

16.1 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

11.6 

1 1.4 

11.5 

12.0 

10.8 

TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AND 


Cause  of  Death  at  Different 
Periods  of  Life 

Cause  of  Death 

! 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  5 

kO 

1— H 

'O 

c 

-0 

c: 

a 

m 

1 

15  and  under  45 

45  and  under  65 

! 

65  and  upwards 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

1 

2. 

Gerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 



— 



3. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

■ — 



. 

, 





4. 

Whooping  Gough 

2 

— • 



- - 

- 

5. 

Diphtheria 

• 

— ■ 

■ — 



r 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

• 

— ■ 

14 

5 

2 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9. 

Influenza 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Measles 

■ — 

— • 



11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
encephalitis 



_ 

' 

12. 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

— ■ 

— • 

— 



, 

, 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  Oesaph  (M.) 
Uterus  (F.) 

■ 

1 

5 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

— • 

— • 

- , 

3 

6 

18 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

• — 

— ■ 



7 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

• — 

— • 

1 

5 

28 

47 

17. 

Diabe'tes 

• — 

— ■ 

1 

3 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

— • 

4 

8 

78 

19. 

Heart  Disease  ... 

• — 

— 

4 

28 

173 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  Svstem 

• — 

— 



, 

2 

19 

21. 

Bronchitis 

1 

. 

- 

3 

21 

22. 

Pneumonia 

4 



. 

1 

5 

7 

23. 

Other  Respirator”  Diseases  ... 

• — 

— 

, 

1 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

• — 

— • 



- 

2 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

2 

— - 

■ — 

26. 

Appendicitis 

■ — 

— 

■ — 





27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

8 

28. 

Nephritis 

— • 



• — 

1 

4 

1 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis  ... 

— - 

— ■ 

■ — 

■ 

. ■ ^ 

... 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— ■ 



2 

r 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

8 

— 



r 

— 

32. 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Injuries,  Infant 
Diseases 

13 

1 

33. 

Suicide 



— 



6 

1 

1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 





2 

3 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 



2 

3 

4 

7 

36. 

All  Other  Causes 

1 

— ■ 

1 

9 i 

[ 

11 

48 

Totals  All  Causes 

32 

2 ' 

4 

58  ' 

126 

447 

IN  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON,  1948 


Urban  Districts 


Rural  Districts 


Totals 

Huntingdon 

U.D. 

Godmanchester 

U.D. 

1 

St.  Ives  U.D. 

St.  Neots  U.D. 

Ramsey  U.D. 

Old  Fletton 

U.D. 

Huntingdon 

R.D. 

St.  Ives  R.D. 

St.  Neots  R.D. 

Norman  Cross 

R.D. 

, 

- — 

— - 

— • 

• — 

— • 

— • 

— ■ 

• — 

— • 

— ■ 



2 











1 

— 



1 





— ■ 



— • 



— • 

— - 

— 





— 

21 

1 

1 

— ■ 

1 

2 

4 

2 

4 

3 

3 

3 

— - 

— - 

— ■ 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Laboratory  Facilities 

The  arrangements  remain  unchanged ; full  details  of  the 
laboratories  together  with  the  work  undertaken  appeared  in  my 
Annual  Report  for  1947. 

Ambulance 

Until  the  National  Health  Service  Act  became  operative  on 
the  5th  July  the  ambulance  arrangements  in  the  County  remained 
as  in  previous  years. 

A report  on  the  ambulance  service  as  from  5th  July,  1948, 
is  to  be  found  on  pages  24-28  of  this  report. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Care 

The  arrangements  for  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  examina- 
tion of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  by  their  own  medical 
practitioner  continued  as  hitherto.  Details  of  the  number  of  such 
examinations  made  are  as  follows  : — 

Ante-Natal  examinations  ...  ...  1,045 

Post-Natal  examinations  ...  ...  299 

The  County  Council  have  adopted  a policy  whereby  they  are 
establishing  fully-equipped  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  more  populous 
centres  throughout  the  County.  In  these  clinics  General  Prac- 
titioners are  invited  to  conduct  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal 
examinations  of  their  own  patients  under  the  above  scheme.  In 
these  same  premises  the  midwives  practising  in  the  respective  areas 
also  undertake  the  ante-natal  supervision  of  expectant  mothers. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

During  the  year  a new  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  to  be  held 
monthly,  was  opened  at  Alconbury.  The  first  session  was  held  in 
December.  The  number  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  functioning'  at 

o 

the  end  of  the  year  was  19.  The  total  attendances  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  numbered  13,343;  the  attendances  made  by- 
children  under  one  year  were  7,585  and  by  children  over  one 
year  5,758.  As  compared  with  the  year  1947  the  total  number  of 
attendances  shows  an  increase  of  1,268. 
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The  greatest  difficulty  in  establishing  Infant  Welfare  Clinics, 
more  particularly  in  the  rural  areas,  is  the  lack  of  suitable  premises. 
Where  this  problem  is  encountered  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  solve 
it  by  arranging  transport  for  the  mothers  and  children  to  the  nearest 
Centre.  The  provision  of  a Mobile  Clinic  would  appear  to  be  a 
possible  solution,  although  these  have  their  disadvantages.  From 
their  experience  in  mobile  units  over  the  last  twenty  years  this 
Authority  is  well  aware  of  these  drawbacks.  In  addition,  even 
if  such  mobile  units  were  available,  a hall  or  some  other  premises 
would  be  required  for  use  as  a waiting  room. 


Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 


Visits  Subsequent  \st  Visits  Subsequent  Total 


County  Centres 

0-1  year 

0-1  year 

1-5  years 

1-5  years 

Attendances 

Alconbury 

9 

— 

19 

— 

28 

Brampton 

14 

98 

— 

92 

204 

Buckden 

16 

144 

4 

208 

372 

Bythorn 

9 

41 

9 

56 

115 

Elton 

37 

150 

10 

241 

438 

Fenstanton 

15 

84 

4 

174 

277 

Great  Staughton 

21 

93 

2 

132 

248 

Huntingdon  and 
Godmanchester 

124 

1481 

26 

991 

2622 

Kimbolton 

28 

61 

19 

322 

430 

Ramsey 

54 

275 

37 

263 

629 

St.  Ives  ... 

88 

756 

45 

656 

1545 

St.  Neots 

73 

887 

20 

485 

1465 

Sawtry  ... 

14 

76 

— 

269 

359 

Somersham 

21 

87 

15 

110 

233 

Spaldwick 

13 

51 

13 

109 

186 

Warboys 

25 

150 

11 

252 

438 

Wistow 

11 

42 

17 

40 

110 

Yaxley  ... 

23 

105 

1 

132 

261 

Vountary  Centre 

Old  Fletton 

119 

2290 

12 

962 

3383 

Total  Number  of 
Attendances  at  all  714 
Centres 


6871 


264 


5494  13343 
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Premature  Infants 

Tlic  number  of  notifications  of  babies  having  a birth  weight  of 
5|-  lbs.  or  less  was  35.  It  is  known  that  88.6  per  cent,  of  these 
survived  the  first  four  weeks.,  The  number  of  these  babies  born  at 
home  was  13,  only  one  of  which  was  subsequently  transferred  to 
hospital.  The  remaining  22  were  born  in  a hospital  or  a maternity 
home.  Of  the  2 deaths  recorded  one  was  a child  born  at  home,  the 
other  being  a child  born  in  a maternity  home  and  died  before 
discharge. 

The  provision  consisting  of  Sorrento  cots  and  oxygen  tents 
which  was  formerly  made  available  at  Paxton  Park  Maternity 
Home  is  still  available  and  used  in  special  cases. 

The  existing  provision  for  the  care  of  premature  babies  in  the 
home,  consisting  of  special  portable  cots  complete  with  the  necessary 
equipment  and  specially  devised  oxygen  units  placed  at  strategic 
centres  in  the  County,  remains  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Dental  Treatment 

The  Senior  Dental  Officer  reports  as  follows : 

“ Dental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
pre-school  children  continues  to  be  available  throughout  the  County 
at  the  Clinics  in  Huntingdon,  Fletton,  St.  Ives,  St.  Neots  and 
Ramsey,  also  in  the  remote  villages  when  the  mobile  dental  surgery 
visits  the  school. 

“ With  the  co-operation  of  the  Nurses  and  Midwives  expectant 
mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  early  for  inspection  and  treat- 
ment and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  complete  the  treatment,  or 
where  this  is  not  possible  at  least  remedy  all  .sources  of  oral  infec- 
tion, before  the  baby  is  born.  In  the  few  cases  where  this  is  not 
possible  treatment  is  completed  later. 

“ The  increase  in  attendance  for  inspection  and  treatment  con- 
tinued for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  when  the  number  of  in.spections 
was  practically  the  same  as  for  the  whole  of  1947. 

“ Since  the  advent  of  the  National  Health  Service  in  July 
it  has  been  noticed  that  the  number  of  attendances  for  inspection 
and  treatment  has  fallen  considerably.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
are  receiving  priority  treatment  from  the  private  practitioners,  as 
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it  is  most  important  for  the  future  generation  that  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  should  have  clean  healthy  mouths  free  from  decay 
and  sepsis. 

“ No  time  has  been  available  for  clinical  research,  but  it  has 
been  noticed  that,  especially  in  late  spring  and  early  summer,  many 
of  the  expectant  mothers  attending  for  treatment  were  suffering 
from  a form  of  acute  Gingivitis.  If  time  were  available  it  would 
be  very  interesting  and  profitable  to  make  a closer  study  of  this 
condition.” 

Summary  of  dental  work  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 


Jan.-June 

July-Dee. 

Total 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers— 

Inspections 

83 

30 

113 

No.  requiring  treatment  ... 

83 

30 

113 

No.  treated 

83 

30 

113 

Attendances 

348 

173 

521 

Extractions 

261 

99 

360 

Fillings 

83 

44 

127 

Other  Operations  ... 

217 

122 

339 

Dentures  supplied 

34 

14 

48 

Repairs  to  Dentures 

9 

3 

12 

Local  Anaesthetics 

65 

26 

91 

General  Anaesthetics 

31 

11 

42 

Children  under  5 years — 

Attendances 

36 

19 

55 

Fillings 

11 

14 

25 

Extractions 

15 

8 

23 

Local  Anaesthetics 

8 

3 

11 

General  Anaesthetics 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Operations 

20 

6 

26 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  Ministry  of  Food  products, 
cod  liver  oil  and  orange  juice,  etc.,  through  the  Centres  continued 
during  the  year,  but  the  take-up  of  these  products  throughout  the 
County,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  is  not  at  a very 
high  level. 
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Maternity  Outfits 

For  many  years  past  the  County  Council  have  provided 
maternity  bundles  for  issue  to  expectant  mothers  at  cost  price, 
obtainable  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  through  the  District 
Nurse-Midwives.  Since  the  5th  July,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  these  have  been  issued 
free  of  charge.  From  the  5th  July  to  the  31st  December,  1948,  183 
of  these  outfits  were  issued. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council  Welfare  Worker  for  the  Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother 
and  her  Child. 

“ There  were  44  new  cases  referred  during  the  year.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  one  to  be  admitted  into  the  Church  Army 
Home,  Brighton,  and  one  to  the  Diocesan  Home,  Bedford.  One 
was  sent  to  a Salvation  Army  Home  in  London  for  special  treat- 
ment. The  remainder  had  their  confinements  at  home  or  in 
Hospital.  Three  were  referred  for  help  to  Diocesan  Workers  outside 
the  County. 

“ After  confinement  16  remained  at  home  with  their  baby, 
one  went  back  to  her  place  of  employment  with  her  child,  two 
were  found  domestic  work  and  their  babies  placed  temporarily  in 
a residential  nursery ; five  had  their  babies  adopted  (one  being 
arranged  through  the  Church  of  England  Children’s  Society)  and 
one  was  accepted  into  Dr.  Barnardo’s  Homes  with  a view  to  adop- 
tion. Four  putative  fathers  were  contacted,  as  a result  of  which 
two  private  agreements  were  signed  and  two  affiliation  orders 
obtained. 

“ After-care  Work  has  been  done  on  all  these  cases.  In 
addition  21  old  cases  received  after-care  visits  regularly  during  the 
year  and  three  Foster  Mother  Grants  sent  by  the  Church  of 
England  Children’s  Society  and  Dr.  Barnardo’s  respectively  have 
been  supervised. 


General  Welfare 

“ Sixty-one  new  cases  were  referred  during  the  course  of  the 
year.  Ten  were  concerned  with  matrimonial  difficulties  and  19 
other  family  problems  more  directly  dealt  with  the  children.  There 
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were  also  fourteen  applications  for  advice  concerning  the  possibility 
of  adopting  a child  of  whom  eight  eventually  received  one  into 
their  home.  Six  others  were  advised  concerning  foster  children 
(before  July  5th).  Twelve  other  general  problems  included  the  need 
for  accommodation  and  clothing,  etc.” 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Defects 

Seven  children  under  school  age  were  referred  to  the  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Consultants  at  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon ; 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge ; and  the  Memorial  Hospital, 
Peterborough. 

Ophthalmic  Work 

Two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

The  arrangements  continued  by  which  cases  referred  from 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  attend  the  Eye  Clinics  and  are  examined 
by  the  Ophthalmic  Consultant. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  ophthalmic  work  under- 
taken : — 


Huntingdon 

Old  Fletton 

Number  of  new  cases  ... 

20 

6 

Number  of  old  cases  ... 

32 

10 

Number  of  attendances 

60 

17 

Total  number  of  cases  in  which 

spectacles  were  prescribed 

9 

4 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 

The  Orthopaedic  scheme,  under  which  children  of  pre-school 
age  are  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics,  continued  as  before, 
except  that,  as  from  5th  July,  1948,  the  County  Council  adminis- 
tered the  scheme  on  an  agency  basis  for  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  cases  dealt  with  both  at 
the  Surgeons  and  Remedial  Clinics  during  the  year. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  SURGEONS  CLINICS,  1948. 
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NOTE. — S.E. — Secondary  Education;  P.E. — Primary  Education;  M.  & C.W. — Pre-school  cases;  T.B. — Tuberculosis  cases; 

P.H. — Other  Adults;  P.A. — Public  Assistance. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  REMEDIAL  CLINICS,  1948. 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

47  Midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  midwifery  in 
the  County.  Of  these  9 were  employed  in  Institutions  and  29  were 
District  Nurse-Midwives  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

One  of  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  acts  as  Medical 
Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  the  County  Superintendent  of  Mid- 
wives carries  out  the  non-medical  supervision. 

On  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  midwifery  and  home  nursing 
services  which  had  previously  been  undertaken  by  the  County 
Nursing  Association,  were  transferred  to  the  direct  control  of  the 
County  Council. 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  is  operated  as  a combined  ser- 
vice in  this  County.  To  operate  this  combined  service  there  are  24 
full-time  District  Nurse-Midwives  employed,  each  covering  her  own 
District.  In  addition,  for  purposes  of  holiday  relief,  sickness  relief, 
etc.,  there  are  3 full-time  District  Nurse-Midwives  stationed  one 
in  the  north,  one  in  the  centre  and  one  in  the  east  of  the  County. 
All  nurses,  other  than  4 whose  practice  lies  in  built-up  areas,  are 
either  provided  with  a car  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  or,  where 
the  nurse  uses  her  own  car,  she  is  paid  a travelling  allowance  on  the 
County  Council  scale.  The  4 Nurses  referred  to  who  live  and 
practice  in  urban  areas  are  provided  with  bicycles. 

Each  District  Nurse-Midwife  holding  a certificate  in  Nitrous 
Oxide  and  Oxygen  Analgesia  is  provided  with  a portable  Minnett’s 
apparatus.  Every  apparatus  provided  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  is  subjected,  quarterly,  to  examination  and  thorough 
overhaul.  On  the  31st  December,  1948,  20  Midwives  were  qualified 
to  administer  analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 


On  the  31st  December,  1948,  26  District  Nurse-Midwives  were 
in  the  employ  of  the  County  Council  and  the  following  table 
summarises  the  work  carried  out. 


Number  of  cases  attended  as  Midwives 
Number  of  cases  attended  as  Maternity  Nurse 
Number  of  Midwifery  cases  in  which  medical  aid 
was  called  in  by  Midwife 
Number  of  attendances — Midwifery  cases  ... 
Number  of  attendances — Maternity  cases  ... 
Number  of  General  Nursing  attendances  ... 
Number  of  other  attendances 


463 

338 


125 

7656 

5154 

24587 

5823 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1948,  the  Local 
Health  Authority  is  required  to  provide  Health  Visitors  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  advice  in  connection  with  the  care  of  young 
children,  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  of  persons  suffering 
from  illness,  and  in  respect  of  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection.  In  short,  the  Health  Visitor  is  now  expected 
to  undertake  the  care  of,  and  give  advice  to,  the  family  as  a unit 
and  is  no  longer  concerned  solely  with  the  care  of  the  expectant 
and  nursing  mother  and  her  child  as  she  was  prior  to  the  Act 
coming  into  force.  In  consequence  of  the  additional  duties  thus 
placed  on  the  Health  Visiting  staff,  the  County  Council  approved 
an  increase  in  the  establishment  of  Health  Visitors.  Although  the 
establishment  was  increased  on  paper  no  appointments  were  made 
during  the  year  as  no  suitable  applications  were  received  in 
response  to  advertisements.  The  shortage  of  Health  Visitors  is 
generally  known  and  this  County  was  not  alone  in  being  short  of 
Health  Visiting  staff. 


The  Health  Visitors  in  the  employ  of  the  County  Council  at 
present  give  half  of  their  time  to  School  Nursing  duties. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination 


The  National  Health  Service  Aet,  1946,  repealed  the  Vaccina- 
tion Acts  by  which  vaccination  against  Smallpox  was  compulsory 
and  placed  on  the  Local  Health  Authority  a duty  to  make  avail- 
able the  necessary  facilities  for  individuals  to  obtain  vaccination 
free  of  all  cost. 


The  County  Council  adopted  a Scheme  for  the  vaccination  of 
children  and  adults  by  general  medical  practitioners  whether  or 
not  they  were  participating  in  the  National  Health  Scheme. 


All  medical  practitioners  working  within  the  County  are  par- 
ticipating in  the  Scheme,  which  enables  the  general  public  to  have 
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vaccination  carried  out  by  their  own  doctor.  During  the  period 
5th  July — 31st  December,  1948,  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated 
was  as  follows  : — 


Age  at  ?>\st  Dec.  1948, 
i.e.  born  in  years 

Under  1 
1948 

1 - 4 

1944-1947 

5 - 14 
1934-1943 

15  or  over 
before  1934 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

195 

13 

8 

17 

233 

Number  Re-Vaccinated  ... 

1 

— 

3 

21 

25 

This  compares  very  unfavourably  with  1947  during  which 
year  755  successful  Primary  Vaccinations  under  14  years  were 
recorded. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Prior  to  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  the  County  Council  were  already  operating 
a Scheme  whereby  children  under  school  age  could  be  immunised 
free  of  cost,  either  by  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  at  an 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  or  by  the  child’s  private  medical  attendant 
at  his  surgery.  Under  Section  26  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  which  became  operative  on  the  5th  July,  it  was  only 
necessary  for  the  County  Council  to  extend  this  scheme  to  include 
all  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years. 

During  the  six  months  ended  31st  December,  1948,  the  num- 
ber of  children  who  completed  a full  course  of  primary  immunisa- 
tion was  as  follows  : — 

Children  under  5 years  ...  ...  ...  473 

Children  5 - 14  years  ...  ...  ...  143 
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Total  No.  of  children  who  were  given  a 

secondary  or  reinforcing  injection  488 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
tion state  within  the  County  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  15 
years  : — 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAD  COMPLETED  A FULL  COURSE  OF  IMMUNIZATION  AT 

ANY  TIME  UP  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1948. 
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AMBULANCE 

Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  placed  on  the 
Local  Health  Authority  the  responsibility  to  provide  a free  ambu- 
lance service  “ for  the  conveyance  of  persons  suffering  from  illness, 
or  mental  defectiveness,  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  from 
places  in  their  area  to  places  in  or  outside  their  area.” 

Whereas  the  provision  of  an  ambulance  service  was  a new 
function  for  many  authorities,  it  was  not  so  in  this  County. 

Although  not  a new  responsibility  for  this  Authority,  neverthe- 
less to  ensure  that  the  service  would  function  smoothly,  efficiently, 
and  be  capable  of  meeting  all  demands  it  was  necessary  to  : — 

[a)  Expand  the  service  operated  directly  by  the  County 
Council. 

[b)  Arrange  with  voluntary  ambulance  associations,  within 
the  County,  to  continue  to  operate  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council  on  an  emergency  basis. 

[c)  Make  suitable  arrangements  with  the  Women’s  Volun- 
tary Services  Car  Service. 

{d)  Reach  agreement  with  the  Soke  of  Peterborough  County 
Council  for  the  northern  part  of  the  County  to  be 
covered  by  their  xA.mbulance  Service. 


From  the  commencement  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 
1946,  up  to  the  31st  December,  1948,  the  County  Council  owned 
Ambulance  vehicles  undertook  1,177  journeys  and  conveyed  1,725 
patients  and  travelled  40,982  miles. 


The  Ramsey  Ambulance  Association  and  the  St.  Ives  Ambu- 
lance Brigade,  working  in  liaison  with  the  County  Control  under- 
took 214  journeys,  conveyed  322  patients  and  travelled  9,030  miles. 
The  W.V.S.  Car  Service  undertook  384  journeys,  conveyed  387 
patients  and  travelled  5,579  miles,  while  the  Soke  of  Peterborough 
County  Ambulance  Service  during  the  period  under  review  under- 
took 451  journeys,  conveyed  451  patients  and  travelled  10,602 
miles. 
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Comparative  Statement 


Service 

No.  o\j 
Vehicles 

Journeys 

Patients 

Miles 

Directly  provided — 

Ambulances 

6 

638 

755  (43) 

17398 

Sitting  Cars  ... 

3 

539 

950  (4) 

23584 

Agency  Arrangements — 

Ramsey  & St.  Ives 

Ambulances 

2 

214 

322  (3) 

9030 

11 

1391 

2047 

50012 

W.V.S.  Car  Service 

29 

384 

00 

CO 

5579 

Soke  of  Peiterborough  ... 

451 

451  (68) 

10602 

Total  all  Services 

2226 

2885 

66193 

Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  Emergency  calls. 


No  detailed  comparative  figures  are  available  for  the  previous 
period  but  when  it  is  considered  that  for  a whole  year  only  1,239 
journeys  covering  only  43,152  miles  are  recorded  for  1947,  some 
appreciation  of  the  increase  as  a result  of  the  Act  can  be  obtained. 


In  the  statistics  shown  above  the  number  of  Emergency  calls 
would  appear  to  be  small  when  compared  with  Peterborough ; the 
reason  for  this  disparity  is  that  Peterborough  have  classified  in  their 
figure  all  emergency  calls  such  as  maternity,  urgent  removals  to 
hospitals  as  well  as  accidents,  whilst  the  Huntingdon  figure  is  for 
accidents  only. 


Organisation 


The  northern  part  of  the  County  (Old  Fletton  Urban  District, 
Norman  Cross  Rural  District,  together  with  the  Parish  of  Coning- 
ton)  is  served  under  agency  arrangements  by  the  Soke  of  Peter- 
borough County  Council  Ambulance  Service.  The  Huntingdonshire 
Cpunty  Ambulance  Service  covers  the  remainder  of  the  County  and 
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consists  of  3 Ambulances  and  3 Sitting-case  cars  with  2 Civilian  and 
5 Firemen /Ambulance  Drivers,  all  full-time  personnel,  based  at 
Huntingdon  operating  on  a 48  and  60-hour  week  respectively.  In 
addition  to  these,  there  is  one  County  Council  ambulance  kept  at 
St.  Neots  and  manned  by  retained  personnel,  while  the  services  of 
Voluntary  Ambulance  Associations  are  available  at  Ramsey  and 
St.  Ives  (one  ambulance  in  each  town)  under  agency  arrangements. 

A separate  ambulance  is  used  for  the  removal  of  all  cases  of 
an  infectious  nature.  This  ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  Huntingdon,  where  a driver  is  always  available 
by  agreement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Control  and  Administration 

A single  control  room  and  administrative  staff  covering  24 
hours  daily  meets  the  requirements  of  both  the  Ambulance  Service 
and  the  Fire  Service.  By  the  combination  of  these  Services  on  the 
7th  August,  1948,  considerable  financial  saving  and  economy  in 
man-power  has  been  effected. 

Transport 

Whilst  those  vehicles  in  use  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  were  then 
in  good  condition  the  great  burden  of  use  put  on  them  since  has 
had  its  effect  and  their  general  condition  is  now  poor.  A new 
Austin  Ambulance  and  a Sitting-Case  Car  have  relieved  the 
pressure  and  has  permitted  major  repairs  to  be  undertaken  on  the 
other  vehicles,  but  the  need  for  new  vehicles,  particularly  sitting- 
case  cars,  will  have  to  be  given  consideration  in  the  very  near 
future. 

There  is  also  a problem  of  housing  vehicles.  The  present 
accommodation  is  inadequate  and  inconvenient  and  calls  for  early 
consideration. 

Communications 

Arrangements  have  proved  satisfactory  and  the  co-operation 
of  the  General  Post  Office  is  appreciated. 

Equipment 

No  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  obtaining  necessarv 
equipment, 
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General 

The  demands  on  the  Ambulance  Service  may  be  classified  into 
three  distinct  types  : — 

(1)  An  emergency  service. 

(2)  Routine  service  conveying  patients  to  Hospital  Out- 
Patient  Clinics. 

(3)  The  removal  of  patients  to  other  areas. 

Type  (2),  the  routine  service  of  conveying  patients  to  Out- 
Patient  Clinics,  imposes  by  far  the  greatest  demand  on  the  service, 
and  based  on  the  working  of  the  service  during  the  six  months  the 
demand  for  sitting-case  cars  greatly  exceeds  that  for  ambulances. 
Despite  arrangements  made  for  collecting  in  one  vehicle  several 
patients  for  the  same  destination,  and  the  use  on  occasions  of  the 
larger  ambulance  vehicles,  the  demand  has  become  such  as  to 
strain  the  resources  of  the  service  to  its  limits.  Saving  in  running 
could  be  effected  were  it  possible  for  hospitals  to  arrange,  in 
appropriate  cases,  for  all  patients  from  a locality  to  attend  for 
ou-patient  treatment  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  time. 

A review  of  the  records  reveals  that  an  average  journey  is 
of  40  miles  and  of  a duration  of  3 hours ; the  main  reason  for  this 
apparently  high  average  is  the  geographic  situation  of  Huntingdon 
in  relation  to  the  major  hospitals  at  Peterborough  and  Cambridge. 
Furthermore,  the  nature  of  the  County  is  rural  with,  generally 
speaking,  poor  public  transport  facilities  at  times  when  out-patient 
treatment  is  normally  provided.  A better  public  transport  service 
would  reduce  the  calls  on  the  Ambulance  Service. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  make  known  that  the  Service  is 
available  only  on  the  authorisation  of  the  medical  and  nursing 
profession  indicating  that  the  patient  is  unfit  to  travel  by  ordinary 
means  and,  so  far  as  can  be  seen,  there  is  no  great  evidence  of 
mis-use  by  Doctors,  Nurses,  etc.  There  is,  however,  some  need  for 
greater  co-operation  from  Hospitals. 

Before  the  Service  had  been  running  very  long  it  became 
apparent  that  the  County  whole-time  staff,  due  to  the  rapid 
increase  in  the  demand  for  the  Ambulance  Service,  was  unable  to 
meet  the  total  requirements.  In  consequence  it  became  imperative 
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to  make  increasing  use  of  the  supplementary  services,  i.e.,  Agency 
Ambulances,  W.V.S.  Hospital  Gar  Service,  part-time  drivers,  etc., 
etc.,  even  to  an  uneconomical  extent. 

Wireless 

Consideration  and  thought  should  be  given  to  the  question  of 
fitting  all  Ambulances  and  Sitting-Case  Cars  with  two-way  wireless 
ecjuipment.  Manpower  and  running  time  could  possibly  be  saved 
and  a greater  efficiency  obtained. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

A Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee  was  set  up  to  deal 
with  all  matters  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  illness,  care 
and  after-care. 

Tuberculosis 


Rehabilitation 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  all  tuberculous  patients, 
particularly  after  a long  stay  in  a sanatorium,  require  a period 
of  rehabilitation  and  that  such  rehabilitation  should  be  under 
medical  .supervision  and  under  the  most  hygienic  conditions.  The 
application  of  these  conditions  excluded  rehabilitation  in  the 
patient’s  home  in  many  cases. 

The  County  Council  agreed  to  schemes  for  the  rehabilitation 
of  tuberculous  cases  in  Papworth  Hall  Sanatorium  and  in  Preston 
Hall  Sanatorium,  The  scheme  applies  in  the  case  of  patients  who 
have  recovered  sufficiently  and  are  considered  able  to  benefit  from 
a course  of  training.  This  training  is  intended  to  teach  the  patient 
a craft  which,  while  within  the  patient’s  capabilities,  is  not  likely 
to  be  prejudicial  to  the  patient’s  health,  and  will  fit  the  patient  to 
take  his  or  her  place  as  a wage  earning  member  of  the  community. 

A sliding  scale  of  charges  depending  upon  the  progress  of  the 
patient  and  the  number  of  hours  worked  daily  is  applied  by  the 
Sanatoria. 


Occupational  Therapy 

Many  patients  undergoing  domiciliary  treatment,  or  awaiting 
admission  to  a sanatorium,  not  only  benefit  but  are  desirous  of 
undertaking  some  form  of  occupational  therapy. 
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The  County  Council  agreed  that  a scheme  which  would  meet 
the  needs  of  these  patients  should  be  established.  The  scheme  set 
up  is  simple  and  uncomplicated ; the  necessary  materials,  tools,  etc., 
for  handicrafts  such  as  leather  work,  raffia  work,  etc.,  are  obtained 
by  the  Health  Department.  The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor 
supplies  each  patient  with  those  things  which  are  required, 
ensures  that  each  completed  article  is  subjected  to  proper  disinfec- 
tion when  necessary,  and  assists  in  the  disposal  of  completed 
articles. 

The  response  to  this  scheme  by  the  patients  has  been  remark- 
able, and  without  exception  the  patients  have  rapidly  become 
proficient  workmen  at  their  selected  craft. 

Open-Air  Shelters 

During  the  year  one  new  shelter  was  purchased  by  the  County 
Council,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  four  shelters  were  being  used 
by  patients. 

In  addition  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  has  arranc^ed  for 
the  provision  of  beds,  bedding,  clothes,  extra  nourishment,  etc., 
in  necessitous  cases. 

Venereal  Diseases 

Miss  E.  M.  Wilkinson,  employed  part-time  by  the  Hunting- 
donshire County  Council,  continued  to  carry  out  valuable  work 
during  the  year.  As  Almoner  she  is  available  primarily  to  assist 
patients  with  their  problems  and  various  difficulties.  In  addition 
to  this  she  undertakes  the  tracing  of  case  contacts  and  endeavours 
to  see  that  all  patients  attend  regularly  for  treatment  and  when 
necessary  follows-up  defaulters. 

The  following  is  Miss  Wilkinson’s  report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1948  : — 


“ New  Patients : 


March  Quarter  ... 

24 

June  Quarter 

17 

September  Quarter 

8 

December  Quarter 

17 

Total  No.  of  new  Patients 

66 

On  Register  1st  January,  1948 

48 
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“ As  outlined  in  my  report  for  last  year,  the  question  of  dealing 
with  defaulters  remains  one  of  the  main  problems  connected  with 
my  appointment.  Nevertheless,  every  endeavour  continues  to  be 
made  to  obtain  their  attendance  for  treatment — with  some  success. 
In  some  instances  actual  conveyance  of  the  patient  to  the  Clinic 
continues  to  be  necessary.  Prior  to  the  5th  July  last,  my  car  was 
used  in  this  connection.  Since  then,  it  will  be  realised  that  the 
County  Ambulance  Service  has  been  available  for  this  purpose. 

“ A point  of  interest  and  of  some  concern  is  the  fact  that  cases 
of  syphilis  are  predominating,  whereas  hitherto  the  larger  number 
of  patients  have  been  affected  with  gonorrhoea. 

“ Personal  interviewing  and  the  tracing  of  contacts  is  still 
being  regularly  pursued  with,  it  may  be  stated,  fairly  satisfactory 
results. 

“ Home  visits  during  the  year  amounted  to  88,  in  addition  to 
which  75  written  communications  have  been  addressed  to  patients.” 

Mental  Health 

In  connection  with  Pre-Care  and  After-Care  of  neurotic  and 
psychotic  cases  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  agency  arrangements  were  made  for  this  work  to  be  under- 
taken by  the  Cambridge  Regional  Office  of  the  National  Association 
for  Mental  Health. 


DOMESTIC  HELP 

Section  29  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  states 
as  follows  : — 

“ A local  health  authority  may  make  such  arrangements  as 
the  Minister  may  approve  for  providing  domestic  help  for  house- 
holds where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any 
person  who  is  ill,  lying-in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective, 
aged,  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school  age  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Education  Act,  1944.” 

Although  a previous  effort  by  the  County  Council  to  establish 
a Domestic  Help  Scheme  had  not  met  with  success  it  was,  never- 
theless, decided  to  make  a further  attempt  to  provide  this  Service 
through  the  agency  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services. 
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A member  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  was  therefore 
appointed  as  Domestic  Help  Organiser  (part-time)  and  took  up  her 
duties  on  the  18th  May,  1948,  to  undertake  the  preparatory  work 
prior  to  launching  the  scheme  on  the  appointed  day. 


An  inaugural  County  Meeting  of  Women’s  Organisations  was 
held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Huntingdon,  on  the  2nd  July,  and 
every  additional  effort  was  made  to  give  full  publicity  to  the 
Scheme  by  means  of  advertisements  in  local  papers,  posters  and  by 
the  distribution  of  leaflets.  Later,  in  October,  a meeting  of  members 
of  the  Huntingdonshire  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  Organisation 
was  held  in  an  effort  to  give  impetus  to  the  Scheme. 


It  was  planned  to  start  the  Scheme  with  a nucleus  of  Home 
Helps  in  each  of  the  five  centres  of  population  and  then  to  extend 
the  scheme  outwards  to  cover  the  rural  areas.  The  Borough  of  St. 
Ives  was  selected  as  the  initial  centre  from  which  to  operate  the 
Scheme,  but  the  response  both  as  regards  Home  Helps  and  of  those 
requiring  the  services  of  Home  Helps  was  disappointing.  Conse- 
quently the  Home  Help  Organiser  turned  her  attention  mainly  to 
the  Huntingdon  and  Godmanchester  area,  but  here  in  turn  the 
response  was  not  good. 

Mrs.  Hildesley  resigned  her  appointment  and  finished  work  on 
the  17th  December,  1948,  and  at  that  time  there  was  one  full-time 
Home  Help  in  Ramsey  and  2 part-time  Home  Helps  in  Hunting- 
don, with  a possibility  of  1 or  2 more  in  other  districts  in  the  New 
Year:  Upon  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Hildesley  the  Women’s  Volun- 
tary Services  agreed  to  carry  on  and  further  develop  the  Scheme 
until  such  time  as  another  Home  Help  Organiser  could  be 
appointed. 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION 

ACT,  1948. 

A Special  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee  was  set 
up  and  authorised  to  consider  applications  for  registration,  to  issue 
certificates  of  registration,  and  to  deal  with  other  matters  under  the 
Act.  For  the  purpose  of  Section  7 of  the  Act,  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers,  and  Health  Visitors, 
were  appointed  Authorised  Officers  for  the  purpose  of  inspection. 
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This  Act  places  upon  the  County  Council,  as  Local  Health 
Authority,  a duty  to  keep  registers  of  — 

(a)  Premises,  in  their  area,  other  than  premises  wholly  or 
mainly  used  as  private  dwellings,  where  children  are 
received  to  be  looked  after  for  the  day  or  a substantial 
part  thereof,  or  for  any  longer  period  not  exceeding  six 
days. 

[b)  Persons  in  their  area  who  for  reward  receive  into  their 
homes  children  under  the  age  of  five  to  be  looked  after 
for  the  day  or  a substantial  part  thereof  or  for  any 
longer  period  not  exceeding  six  days. 

The  Act  also  gives  the  Council  powers  of  supervision  in  con- 
nection with  such  premises. 

Three  months  after  the  commencement  of  the  Act,  i.e.  from 
the  30th  October,  1948,  it  became  an  offence  for  any  person  to 
whom  the  Act  applies  to  keep  premises  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
without  a certificate  of  registration. 

In  the  case  of  persons  receiving  children  into  their  homes,  the 
Act  only  applies  if  the  children  number  more  than  two  and  come 
from  more  than  one  household.  It  does  not  apply  where  the  person 
is  grandparent,  brother,  sister,  uncle  or  aunt  of  the  children. 

The  Council  may,  by  order,  specify  requirements  as  to  premises 
and  persons  in  charge  of  them  and  require  any  such  specifications 
to  be  met  before  registration  is  granted,  or  they  may  refuse  or 
cancel  the  registration  where  the  Act  or  any  orders  made  by  them 
thereunder  are  not  complied  with. 

A person  authorised  by  the  Council  may  enter  and  inspect  at 
all  reasonable  times,  premises  used  as  a day  nursery.  A warrant  is, 
however,  required  to  obtain  entry,  except  by  consent,  to  the  home 
of  a registered  minder ; or  to  any  other  home  or  premises  which 
it  is  desired  to  inspect  because  there  is  reasonable  cause  to  believe 
they  are  being  used  for  the  reception  of  children  in  contravention 
of  the  Act. 

In  the  case  of  a daily  minder  the  Council  may  refuse  registra- 
tion if  they  are  satisfied  that  the  minder  or  anyone  employed  or 
proposed  to  be  employed  by  the  minder  in  looking  after  the 
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children  is  not  a fit  person,  or  that  the  minder’s  house  is  not  fit 
[whether  because  of  the  condition  thereof  or  for  any  reason  con- 
nected with  other  persons  therein)  to  be  used  for  the  reception  of 
children.  The  words  in  italics  are  intended  to  enable  registra- 
tion to  be  refused  if,  notwithstanding  that  the  minder  is  a fit  person 
to  look  after  children  and  that  the  house  is  structurally  suitable, 
there  is  for  example  someone  else  living  in  the  house — such  as  a 
person  suffering  from  tuberculosis — whose  presence  there  makes  it 
undesirable  that  children  should  be  received  into  the  house. 

The  Act  also  enables  the  Council  to  limit  the  number  of 
children  to  be  received  by  a registered  minder,  and  to  require  that 
no  child  shall  be  received  if  any  resident  of  the  house  is  suffering 
from  any  infectious  disease. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

A statistical  record  of  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  appears  in  a tabulated  form  later  in  the  report. 
The  970  cases  notified  to  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  shows 
a considerable  reduction  on  the  1,660  cases  notified  in  the  preceding 
year. 


As  in  1947,  Measles  was  the  most  prevalent  of  the  common 
infectious  diseases,  followed  by  Whooping  Cough. 

Measles 

Although  Measles  was  the  most  prevalent  of  the  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year,  its  incidence  was  much  lower  than  in 
1947,  for  whereas  there  were  460  cases  in  1948  the  corresponding 
figure  for  1947  was  1,310. 


Whooping  Cough 

Whooping  Cough,  although  remaining  second  in  order  of 
prevalence  as  in  the  previous  year  showed  an  increase  in  incidence, 
the  total  number  of  cases  increasing  from  182  in  1947  to  278  in 
the  present  year.  The  deaths  of  2 infants  (both  under  one  year 
of  age)  were  attributable  to  this  disease.  Scientific  evidence  regard- 
ing the  efficacy  of  immunisation  against  this  disease  is  still  incon- 
clusive. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  showed  a slight  increase 
on  the  previous  year’s  figure,  but  no  deaths  were  recorded.  Over 
64%  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  northern  and  north-east  parts  of 
the  County  (Old  Fletton  Urban  District,  Norman  Gross  Rural 
District  and  Huntingdon  Rural  District). 

Pneumonia 

Notifications  of  Pneumonia  number  40,  of  which  17  died.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1947  were  52  notifications  with  27  deaths. 

Diphtheria 

It  is  not  without  pleasure  that  I am  able  to  record  that  no 
cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  HUNTINGDON  COUNTY 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1948. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


From  January  to  July  5th,  1948,  the  Tuberculosis  Service 
continued  as  in  past  years.  Since  the  advent  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  the  Tuberculosis  work  has  been  the  responsibility  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Local  Health  Authority  has, 
however,  continued  to  earry  on  the  work  as  agents  for  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  All  applications  for  admissions  to  Sanatoria  are 
now  arranged  through  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  this  has 
generally  meant  some  improvement  in  the  rate  of  admissions.  All 
Sanatoria  in  the  East  Anglian  Region  are  now  available  for  the 
Huntingdon  County  Council  patients  and  not  only  Papworth 
Sanatorium  as  in  previous  years.  All  emergency  cases  can  be 
admitted  directly  to  Papworth  Sanatorium  without  having  to  wait 
for  an  application  to  go  through  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
During  the  last  year  5 cases  have  been  admitted  in  this  manner, 
3 children  have  been  admitted  to  the  National  Children’s  Home 
Sanatorium,  Harpenden  as  the  Children’s  Sanatorium  at  Holt  was 
unable  to  admit  for  a large  part  of  the  year  on  account  of  infectious 
diseases  and  staff  difficulties. 

Two  clinics  are  available  in  Huntingdonshire  for  clinical  and 
diagnostic  purposes.  The  clinic  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hunting- 
don, is  held  weekly  and  serves  the  south  of  the  County,  and  the 
other  at  Fletton,  held  twice  every  month  serves  the  north  of  the 
County. 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  Refills  have  been  carried  out  at 
Papworth,  and  patients  in  the  north  of  the  County  attended  the 
Refill  Clinic  in  Peterborough.  Sinee  October,  1948,  a Refill  Clinic 
has  been  held  weekly  at  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon,  which 
patients  attend  instead  of  going  over  to  Papworth.  The  Tuber- 
culosis Consultant  visits  and  performs  the  refills  at  home  when  the 
patient’s  medical  condition  warrants  this. 

The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  was  39.  In  addition  18  transferred  from  other  areas. 
Table  A shows  corresponding  figures  for  previous  years  for  com- 
parison : — 


Table  A. — Pulmonary 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


50 

52 

45 

39 
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The  number  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases  notified 
during  1948  was  15,  In  addition  5 were  transferred  from  other 
areas.  Table  B shows  yearly  comparison  figures  for  these  notifica- 
tions : — 


Table  B. — Non-Pulmonary 


1945  ... 

13 

1946  ... 

24 

1947  ... 

15 

1948  ... 

15 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was 
17.  In  addition  there  were  7 transferable  deaths  from  the  Registrar 
General’s  list.  Table  C shows  figures  for  the  previous  years. 


Table  C. — ^Deaths 


1945  ... 

22 

1946  ... 

27 

1947  ... 

15 

1948  ... 

19 

19  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  as  “ arrested,”  and  17 
transferred  to  other  areas. 

The  number  of  definite  cases  on  the  register  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  was  231  and  at  the  end  was  244. 

During  the  year  79  clinics  were  held,  51  at  the  County 
Hospital  and  28  at  Old  Fletton.  Attendances  at  both  clinics  have 
been  good  and  show  a considerable  increase  on  previous  years  as 
can  be  seen  from  Table  D. 


Table  D. — Clinics 


1945  ...  313 

1946  ...  576 

1947  ...  558 

1948  ...  792 
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During  the  year  the  Chest  Consultant  made  356  examinations, 
which  included  the  examination  of  62  new  patients.  An  analysis 
of  the  total  attendances  is  as  follows  — 


New  patients  only 

Notified  cases 

209 

4 

Contact  cases 

67 

17 

Observation  cases 

80 

41 

Total 

356 

62 

The  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  made  436  examinations 
during  the  year,  which  included  the  examination  of  103  new 
patients.  An  analysis  of  the  attendances  of  new  cases  is  as  follows  : 

New  patients  only 

Notified  cases  12 

Contact  cases  ...  ...  ...  35 

Observation  cases  ...  ...  56 
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On  closer  examination  of  the  figures  of  new  patients,  it  is  seen 
that  of  149  new  contact  and  observation  cases  attending  the  clinics 
54  were  subsequently  notified  as  suffering  from  active  tuberculosis, 
in  other  words  roughly  36%  of  patients  investigated  proved  to  be 
active  cases. 

The  number  of  X-Ray  examinations  performed  during  the 
year  was  671.  The  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital  carried  out 
214  X-Ray  examinations  and  Papworth’s  X-Ray  Department  457. 
Table  E shows  the  figures  for  the  previous  years  : — 


Table  E. — X-Rays 


Papworth 

Peterborough 

1945 

207 

81 

1946 

331 

149 

1947 

327 

159 

1948 

457 

214 
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84  sputum  tests  were  carried  out  at  Papworth.  Culture  on 
special  media  is  made  in  the  case  of  all  negative  results  as  this 
process  often  reveals  bacilli  even  when  absent  from  the  direct  smear 
and  is  effective  especially  where  it  is  a question  of  arrested  or 
quiescent  disease  in  the  lungs.  Examination  by  fluorescent 
microscopy  on  the  direct  smear  has  also  been  performed. 

2 urine  tests  were  undertaken  for  suspicious  genito  urinary 
tuberculosis. 


1 shelter  was  issued  for  domiciliary  treatment  during  the  year. 


The  local  Red  Cross  Units  and  Women’s  Voluntary  Services 
have  assisted  patients  by  supplying  bed  clothes,  rubber  accessories, 
mattresses,  food  parcels  and  warm  clothing  in  necessitous  cases. 


The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Tuberculosis  paid  200 
domiciliary  visits  and  saw  383  patients  at  home  during  the  year, 
156  of  these  were  to  notified  cases,  34  were  suspected  of  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  and  8 were  cases  which  were  being  kept  under 
observation  until  definitely  diagnosed.  There  were  185  contacts. 


The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  paid  1,042  domiciliary  visits 
during  the  year,  659  of  these  being  to  pulmonary  cases  and  72  to 
non-pulmonary  cases.  50  observation  cases  and  235  contact  cases 
were  visited  at  home.  In  addition  26  special  visits,  e.g.  to 
haemoptysis  cases,  advanced  cases  awaiting  removal,  etc.,  were  paid. 


The  number  of  cases  receiving  treatment  in  Sanatoria  during 
1948  was  79.  The  number  of  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
receiving  treatment  in  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  was  14. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Abstract  relating  to  Huntingdonshire  patients  treated 
at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centres 


Cambridge 

Peterborough 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

— Number  of  persons  dealt  with  for  the 
first  time  and  found  ito  be  suffering 
from : — 

Syphilis  ... 

7 

2 

8 

8 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

4 

5 

6 

12 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

23 

20 

49 

40 

Total  ... 

34 

27 

63 

60 

— Attendances  of  all  patients 

495 

281 

873 

1044 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

The  welfare  of  the  blind  is  undertaken  by  the  Huntingdonshire 
Society  for  the  Blind.  The  Secretary  of  the  Society  has  kindly 
provided  the  figures  and  substance  for  this  section. 

On  December  31st  there  were  104  blind  persons  on  the 
Register  of  the  Society  and  33  under  observation. 

The  Secretary  and  Home  Teacher  paid  955  visits  for  social  and 
instructional  purposes. 

Pensions  from  voluntary  sources  received  by  blind  persons 
were  : — 


Gardener’s  Trust  for  the  Blind  ...  1 person 
Royal  Blind  Pension  Society  ...  5 persons 

43  blind  persons  received  domiciliary  allowances  from  the 
County  Council.  These  allowances  are  additional  to  the  Blind 
Old  Age  Pension  at  the  age  of  40.  Domiciliary  allowances  ceased 
to  be  paid  to  aged,  necessitous  and  unemployable  blind  persons 
after  July  4th,  1948.  As  from  July  5th,  1948,  when  the  new 
National  Assistance  Act  came  into  operation  they  are  paid  by  the 
National  Assistance  Board,  i.e..  Supplementary  Pensions. 
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The  relationship  between  the  Blind  Welfare  Visitor  and  the 
Officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board  is  a friendly  one,  and  on 
both  sides  much  useful  help  is  given.  The  co-operation  of  the 
National  Assistance  Board  Officers  is  appreciated. 

Two  men  from  the  County  have  found  a happy  life  at  Bolney 
Court  Home  for  the  Blind,  near  Brighton,  Sussex.  This  is  a Home 
with  every  possible  comfort  and  care  for  blind  people,  in  beautiful 
surroundings. 

During  the  year  10  new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register. 

There  was  1 case  transferred  into  the  County  and  2 cases 
transferred  out. 

4 cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  as  deceased. 

7 blind  persons  out  of  a possible  8 have  registered  at  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  Office  under  the  Disabled 
Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944. 

1 blind  boy  is  being  educated  at  the  East  Anglian  School  for 
the  Blind,  Gorleston. 

2 partially-sighted  children  are  being  educated  at  the  Sheffield 
School  for  the  Blind. 

1 youth  of  18  is  being  trained  at  Leatherhead  School  for  the 
Blind  in  Basket  Making,  etc. 

A few  blind  people  meet  every  fortnight  at  the  premises  of 
the  Huntingdonshire  Society  for  the  Blind,  for  instruction  in 
pastimes,  handicrafts,  games,  etc. 

MENTAL  HEALTH 


Mental  Deficiency 

The  arrangements  for  the  ascertainment  of  mental  defectives 
continued  as  in  previous  years,  the  medical  examination  of  such 
patients  being  carried  out  by  those  members  of  the  County  medical 
staff  approved  for  the  purpose  by  the  Board  of  Control. 
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The  Home  Teacher  and  Visitor  carries  out  the  home  teaching 
of  patients  and  is  responsible  for  the  submission  of  reports  on 
the  home  circumstances  in  the  case  of  patients  on  licence  from 
Certified  Institutions  and  also  for  reports  in  respect  of  the  cases  due 
for  reGonsideration  by  the  Visitors. 


1.  Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  the  31st  December, 
1948:— 

Males  Females  Total 

(1)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  ascertained  to 
be  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” : — 


(a)  Under  Guardianship  (under  Order) — 

Under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  - 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  ...  2 

(b)  In  “places  of  safety”  ...  ...  ...  - 

{c)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  (excluding 
cases  on  licence) — 

Under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  18 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  ...  16 

{d)  Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of 

the  above  headings  ...  ...  ...  2 

No  of  cases  included  in  {a)  to  (d)  above 

awaiting  removal  to  an  Institution  17 

(2)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  not  at  present 

“ Subject  to  be  dealt  with,”  but  for  whom 

the  Local  Health  Authority  may  subse- 
quently become  liable  ...  ...  ...  4 

Of  whom,  number  under  voluntary 
supervision — 

Under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  - 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  Receiving 

Training : — 


8 10 
1 1 


8 26 

14  30 

1 3 

7 24 


3 7 


1 1 
1 2 


(a)  In  day  training  centres 

(b)  At  home 


» « t 


14 


11 


23 
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II.  Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  ascertained  during  the 
year  1948 ; — 

(1)  Ascertainment — 


(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education 

Authorities  (Section  57,  Education 

Act,  1944):  — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3)  ...  ...  9 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5)  ...  ...  - 

(b)  Other  cases  reported  during  1948  and 

ascertained  to  be  “ subject  to  be  dealt 

with  ” ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  cases  ascertained  to  be  “ subject 

to  be  dealt  with  ” during  the  year  10 

(c)  Other  cases  reported  during  1948  who 

are  not  at  present  “ subject  to  be  dealt 
with,”  but  for  whom  the  Local  Health 
Authority  may  subsequently  become 
liable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(2)  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  the  year — 

{a)  Gases  ascertained  to  be  “ subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ” — 

(f)  Admitted  to  Institutions  (by  order)  - 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship  (by 

order)  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

(Hi)  Taken  to  “ places  of  safety  ” ...  - 

(iv)  Placed  under  Statutory  Super- 

vision ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from  area  ...  — 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken  ...  ...  - 


7 16 


2 3 

9 19 


1 4 

10  23 


1 1 


1 1 

7 17 
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(b)  Gases  not  at  present  subject  to  be 
dealt  with — 

(i)  Placed  under  voluntary  super- 

vision 

(ii)  Found  not  to  be  defective 
(Hi)  Died  or  removed  from  area 
(iv)  Action  not  yet  itaken 

Total  ... 


III.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  under  Community  Care 
including  Voluntary  Supervision  or  in  “ Places  of 
Safety  ” on  1st  January,  1948,  who  have  ceased  to  be 
under  Community  Care  or  in  Places  of  Safety  ” 
during  1948. 

{a)  Admitted  to  Institutions  ...  ...  1 - 1 

(b)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  ...  ...  — - - 

(c)  Died  or  removed  from  area  ...  ...  4 - 4 

Total  ...  5 - 5 


3 1 4 


13  10  23 


Persons  of  Unsound  Mind 

The  County  Council  appointed  Mr.  J.  B,  Ashwell,  “ Fair- 
holme,”  Castle  Hills,  Huntingdon  (Telephone  No.  Huntingdon 
154),  as  Duly  Authorised  Officer,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Mash  as  Deputy 
Duly  Authorised  Officer,  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for 
the  purpose  of  mental  health. 

The  following  table  is  a record  of  admissions  to  Mental 
Hospitals  under  the  Lunacy  Acts  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts, 
together  with  the  discharges  which  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
appended  is  a statement  showing  the  number  of  cases  remaining 
in  Institutions  on  the  31st  December,  1948. 
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Lunacy 

Cambridgeshire  Mental  Hospital,  Fulbourn. 

No.  of  Certified  patients  admitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

No.  of  Certified  patients  discharged  ...  ...  ...  35 

Th  ree  Counties  Mental  Hospital. 

No.  of  Certified  patients  admitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mental  Treatment. 

Cambridgeshire  Mental  Hospital,  Fulbourn. 

No.  of  voluntary  patients  admitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  voluntary  patients  discharged  ...  ...  ...  9 


Cases  in  Institutions  on  the  31st  December^  1948. 


Graylingwell  Mental  Hospital,  Chichester 

Males 

Females 

1 

Total 

1 

Springfield  Mental  Hospital,  Upper  Tooting  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Derby  County  Mental  Hospital,  Mickleover  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Cheshire  County  Mental  Hospital,  Macclesfield 

— 

1 

1 

St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Billericay 

— 

1 

1 

Three  Counties  Hospital,  Arlesey 

42 

6 

18 

Fulbourn  Mental  Hospital 

60 

78 

138 

73 

88 

161 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE 

COUNTY 

Water,  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Continued  progress  is  recorded  regarding  the  provision  of 
mains  water  supply  to  the  rural  areas. 

In  the  St.  Neots  Rural  District,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
Council’s  schemes  were  virtually  complete  with  a water  main 
laid  to  every  parish  and  work  in  connection  with  the  ancillary 
service  pipes  was  in  progress.  Although  development  has  reached 
this  stage  it  is  nevertheless  anticipated  that  a considerable  time 
will  elapse  before  all  properties  are  connected  to  the  new  mains. 
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In  addition  to  the  above j work  had  commenced  on  two  new 
projects.  Work  began  in  August  in  connection  with  the  Norman 
Cross  Rural  District  Water  Gontract  Scheme  No.  5 (£21,000)  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  the  mains  were  laid  and  connected  up  with 
the  old  main.  The  old  supply  from  the  well  at  Wansford  was  dis- 
continued on  the  24th  December. 

A commencement  was  made  in  the  St.  Ives  Rural  District 
Council’s  scheme  to  provide  a mains  water  supply  to  Hilton,  Hem- 
ingford  Abbots,  Hemingford  Grey,  Houghton  and  Wyton  parishes. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  District  Councils’  schemes  in  connec- 
tion with  drainage  and  sewerage  within  their  respective  districts 
were  at  varying  stages  of  development. 

St.  Ives  Rural  District  was  considering  the  preliminary  reports 
of  the  consulting  engineers,  Huntingdon  Rural  District  Council 
were  in  the  course  of  preparing  a scheme,  and  the  Boroughs  of 
Huntingdon  and  Godmanchester  were  awaiting  a Ministry  of 
Health  inquiry  into  their  proposed  schemes. 

A public  inquiry  had  been  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
connection  with  the  Old  Fletton  Urban  District  Council’s  proposals 
to  lay  relief  sewers  and  build  extensions  to  their  disposal  works,  and 
late  in  December  the  Council  received  the  Minister  of  Health’s 
approval  to  the  schemes  subject  to  certain  modifications.  The 
Norman  Cross  Rural  District  Council  was  awaiting  Ministry  of 
Health  authorisation  to  proceed  with  a Five  Parish  Sewerage 
Scheme  that  had.  already  received  Ministry  of  Health  approval. 

Housing 

During  the  year  the  provision  of  housing  accommodation  was, 
generally  speaking,  accelerated  as  compared  with  previous  post- 
war years.  This  applies  not  only  to  the  completion  of  new  houses 
but  also  to  dwellings  provided  by  adaptation  of  buildings  on  former 
Service  sites,  and  also  to  adaptations  of  other  existing  premises. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Captain  W.  K.  Townson,  Inspector  under  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Acts  and  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders,  reports  as 
follows  : — 
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“ I herewith  submit  my  report  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  1948. 

Milk 


“ The  number  of  licences  issued  to  milk  producers  under  the 
‘ Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  ’ is  88,  i.e., 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  45 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  43 

“You  will  note  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Licences  (12)  and  that  a number  of  Accredited  producers 
have  now  become  Tuberculin  Tested. 

“ Licences  for  the  sale  of  milk  known  as  ‘ Accredited  ’ will  not 
be  granted  after  the  coming  into  force  of  the  new  Order  on  the 
1st  October. 

“ With  few  exceptions,  the  conditions  of  the  designated  dairies 
and  cowsheds  throughout  the  County,  are  generally  satisfactory. 
This,  unfortunately,  cannot  be  said  of  many  of  the  dairies  in  the 
Rural  areas  throughout  the  County. 

“ Milk  samples  taken  from  the  designated  herds  during  the 
year,  and  submitted  to  the  Bacteriological  Test  for  keeping  qualities 
and  Coli,  numbered  500. 

“ Many  visits  have  been  made  to  dairy  premises  where  it  is 
intended  to  produce  and  sell  a designated  milk,  and  advice  given 
with  regard  to  reconstruction  and  alteration,  drains,  etc.,  of  dairies 
and  cowsheds  where  necessary. 

“ I would  like  to  impress  upon  milk  producers  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  notify  any  further  alterations  made  to  premises  after  the 
granting  of  a licence  to  sell  either  ‘ Tuberculin  Tested  ’ or 
‘ Accredited  ’ milk. 

“ The  Government  departments  that  will  be  concerned  with 
milk  production  when  the  ‘ Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  ’ are 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  County  Council,  will  be  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Ministry  of  Food, 
and  suggestions  for  the  supply  of  School  milk  may  be  made  by 
the  Ministry  of  Education.  This  will  mean  a considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  officials. 
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“ It  is  interesting  to  note  that  goats  milk  is  not  rationed,  or 
sampled,  and  in  some  cases  is  produced  under  anything  but  ideal 
conditions, 

“ Twenty-four  bulk  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  and  sub- 
mitted for  Biological  Test  for  Tuberculosis,  one  of  which  was  found 
to  be  positive.  This  report  was  immediately  forwarded  to  the 
Divisional  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  for 
his  information  and  action.  Subsequent  action  by  the  Divisional 
Officer  detected  the  infected  cow,  which  was  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938. 

“ During  the  early  part  of  the  year  I had  expected  to  obtain 
a number  of  bulk  samples  of  milk  for  Biological  Test,  but  owing  to 
an  outbreak  of  disease  amongst  the  guinea  pigs  at  the  Pathological 
Department  of  the  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough,  I was  unable 
to  do  so  until  the  disease  had  subsided  and  a fresh  supply  of 
guinea  pigs  had  been  purchased. 

Meat  and  Canned  Foods,  etc. 

“ The  under-mentioned  meat  and  canned  foods  were  con- 
demned by  your  officer  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

21,789  lbs.  Meat.  (Imported  and  home  killed). 

35  lbs.  Fish. 

26  portions  of  stomachs  of  cattle.  (Omasums). 

193  cans  (various  sizes)  Meat,  Vegetables  and  Milk. 

“The  figure  of  21,789  lbs.  of  imported  and  home  killed  meat 
includes  carcases  and  organs  condemned  at  St.  Ives  abattoir. 

“ I consider  that  more  careful  attention  should  be  given  by 
those  who  are  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  meat  as  to  its  fitness 
for  food  and  freedom  from  disease.  I have  recently  found  a con- 
siderable amount  of  offal  in  a disgusting  state  of  decomposition,  and 
have  been  asked  to  examine  cases  obviously  affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis, which  had  been  issued  from  places  where  one  would  assume 
adequate  inspection  had  been  carried  out.” 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Mr.  A.  E.  James,  Chief  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  reports  as  follows  : — 
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“ Comparative  scarcity  of  food  has  continued  during  the  past 
year,  and  increased  attention  has  been  given  by  this  Department  to 
the  taking  of  samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1946. 

“This  latter  Order  has  now  been  in  existence  for  two  vears, 
and  has  undoubtedly  been  instrumental  in  preventing  the  foisting 
on  to  the  public  spurious  articles  of  food,  as  a declaration  of  the 
ingredients  has  to  be  made  by  means  of  a label  on  the  container 
of  all  pre-packed  articles  of  food  not  conforming  with  specified 
standards. 

“ The  total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  405. 
Of  this  number,  35,  or  9 per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
This  percentage  compares  favourably  with  15  per  cent,  of  the 
previous  year. 

Milk 

“ 260  samples  were  procured,  28  or  10.8  per  cent,  of  which 
were  found  to  be  below  the  presumptive  standard. 

“ The  figures  for  the  previous  year  were  220  samples  procured, 
with  41,  or  18  per  cent.,  below  the  standard. 

“ Adulteration  by  the  addition  of  water  was  found  in  only 
two  samples.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  the  one  instance,  and  a 
caution  given  in  the  other. 

“ 26  samples  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  milk-fat.  ‘ Appeal 
to  Cow  ” samples  were  taken  where  necessary,  and  it  was  found 
in  some  cases  that  the  cows  themselves  were  giving  milk  below 
standard. 

“ Where  a sample  was  purchased  from  a producer-retailer  and 
found  to  be  deficient  in  fat,  and  ‘ Appeal  to  Cow  ’ samples  well 
above  the  standard,  proceedings  were  taken  and  a conviction 
obtained. 

“ Unequal  periods  between  morning  and  evening  milking 
doubtless  contributed  to  the  inferiority  of  the  morning’s  milk.  In 
many  cases  these  periods  vary  by  as  much  as  9 and  15  hours,  and 
whilst  the  agricultural  labour  problem  exists  it  does  not  seem 
possible  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs.  Where  morning  and  evening 
milk  is  mixed,  as  at  a milk  factory,  it  is  noticeable  that  the  fat 
content  of  the  milk  is  consistently  between  3.2  and  3.6  per  cent. 
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“ Failure  to  keep  the  milk  stirred  from  the  time  the  cows  are 
milked  to  the  time  when  the  milk  is  sold  results  in  uneven  distribu- 
tion of  the  milk-fat,  to  the  detriment  of  some  purchasers  and  the 
advantage  of  others.  Where  a deficiency  in  fat  is  traced  to  this 
neglect  a caution  is  usually  given  in  the  first  instance. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 

“143  samples  of  various  foodstuffs  were  purchased,  consisting 
chiefly  of  commodities  for  which  a standard  is  fixed  or  which  are 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1946. 

“ 136  of  the  samples  purchased  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

“ A sample  of  Baking  Powder  was  considerably  deficient  in  the 
raising  ingredients,  and  was  the  subject  of  a successful  prosecution. 

“ 2 samples  of  Soft  Drinks  did  not  comply  with  standards  laid 
down  and  the  sellers  were  cautioned. 

“ The  alcoholic  content  of  a sample  of  Liqueur  Peppermint 
was  below  the  required  standard,  and  the  seller  was  prosecuted 
and  fined. 

“ A sample  of  Haslet  was  improperly  described  as  ‘ Cooked 
Meat.  ’ 

“ A sample  of  a sweetmeat,  consisting  of  date  paste,  coloured 
and  flavoured,  was  being  sold  to  the  public  at  5Jd.  per  ounce.  The 
requirements  as  to  the  labelling  were  not  complied  with,  but  in 
view  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  where  the  com- 
modity was  made  and  packed,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  deal 
with  the  matter  by  a caution. 

“ A sample  of  Wood  Vinegar  was  below  the  recognised 
standard  in  acetic  acid,  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  deficiency 
was  small,  a caution  was  given. 

“ Details  of  prosecutions  are  given  in  the  table  below  : — 

Article  Offence  Result 

Milk  Selling  Milk  not  of  the  nature, 

substance  and  quality 
demanded  by  the  purchaser. 


Dismissed, 
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Article 

Offe  nee 

Result 

Milk 

Selling  Milk  not  of  the  nature, 
substance  and  quality 

demanded  by  the  purchaser. 

Convicted  and  fined  £10. 

Baking 

Powder 

Selling  Baking  Powder  which 
did  not  comply  with  the 
standard  of  the  Food  Stan- 
dards (Baking  Powder  and 
Golden  Raising  Powder) 
Order,  1944. 

Convicted  and  fined  £5, 
and  10s.  costs. 

Liqueur 

Peppermint 

Selling  Liqueur  Peppermint 
described  by  words  calcula- 
ted to  indicate  that  the 
liqueur  contained  spirits,  the 
said  liqueur  containing  less 
than  40  per  cent,  proof 
spirit. 

Convicted  and  fined  £5, 
and  10/6  costs. 

Pasteurised 

Milk 

“ The  County  Council,  as  the  local  Food  and  Drugs  Authority, 
are  required  to  arrange  for  the  taking  of  samples  of  Pasteurised 
Milk  from  depots  authorised  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  treat  milk 
by  pasteurisation. 

“ These  duties  have  been  carried  out,  and  in  conjunction  with 
Sanitary  Authorities,  39  samples  were  taken,  7 of  which  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory  and  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Premises  where  Food  (other  than  Milk)  is  prepared  for 
sale  or  sold. 

I 

“ The  administration  of  those  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  which  provide  that  such  premises  as  above-mentioned,  shall 
comply  with  certain  conditions  as  to  cleanliness,  etc.,  have  been 
delegated  by  the  Boroughs  of  Huntingdon,  Godmanchester  and 
St.  Ives,  as  well  as  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Norman  Cross,  to 
the  County  Council. 

“ This  Department  is  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  these 
duties,  and  a watch  is  kept  at  all  times  on  food  shops  to  ascertain 
that  the  conditions  are  properly  complied  with. 

“ There  is  nothing  of  a serious  nature  to  report.” 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
WELFARE  SERVICES 


The  Council  decided,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  that 
all  matters  relating  to  the  discharge  of  their  functions  under  the 
above  Act  should  stand  referred  to  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Council.  The  Health  Committee  appointed  a Sub-Committee 
known  as  he  Welfare  Services  Sub-Committee,  to  make  recommen- 
dations, or  where  appropriate,  to  take  action  regarding  the  functions 
of  the  Council  under  the  Act. 

The  Minister  approved  the  schemes  which  were  required  to  be 
submitted  under  the  Act. 

(a)  For  the  provision  of  accommodation  under  Section  21 

of  the  Act ; and 

(b)  For  the  provision  of  Welfare  Services  under  Sections 

29  and  30  of  the  Act. 

The  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  and  from 
this  date  until  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Welfare  Services  Sub- 
Committee  were  actively  engaged  in  improving  the  accommodation 
provided  under  Part  HI  of  the  Act  at  Walnut  Tree  House, 
Huntingdon,  and  the  White  House,  Eaton  Socon. 

Properties  have  been  acquired  at  St.  Neots,  Godmanchester, 
and  St.  Ives  for  the  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  the 
aged,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  “ Shortsands,”  St.  Neots,  will  be 
opened  in  1949. 

The  Welfare  Services  Sub-Committee  have  also  undertaken 
the  administration  of  the  sick  wards  at  Walnut  Tree  House  and 
the  White  House,  Eaton  Socon,  at  the  request  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 
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